
FARM ACTION FOCUS: USDA THROWING
CONSERVATION MONEY INTO THE MANURE PIT
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) has been applauded for providing billions of
dollars to popular conservation programs — but as a recent Congressional letter
points out, USDA is using much of this taxpayer money to subsidize phony
conservation practices by the largest, corporate-controlled industrial operations.
 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recently made new
agriculture activities eligible for IRA conservation funding, but many of these
activities are primarily used by the largest industrial concentrated animal feeding
operations (CAFOs) — such as the costly processing of liquid waste from noxious
manure lagoons. However, IRA conservation dollars were meant to support farmers
who are typically underserved by current USDA conservation programs, and these
corporate-controlled industrial farms are already flush with taxpayer-funded
subsidies.

Under NRCS’ plan, small and medium-sized farms that need the support for
regenerative practices will continue to be left out, while large operations employing
practices that clash with the IRA’s conservation goals are further incentivized with
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taxpayer dollars. It’s time for USDA to reconsider its use of these conservation
dollars. Learn more in our “News to Chew on” blog.

READ THE BLOG

 

UPCOMING WEBINAR

The Worsening Agricultural Trade Deficit: Its Impacts & How We Solve It
Tuesday, March 5, 1:00 - 1:45 p.m. ET
The U.S. used to be an agricultural powerhouse, consistently running an agricultural
trade surplus. But for three of the last five years, the U.S. ran an agricultural trade
deficit. Now, economists at the USDA are forecasting another deficit for 2024 of
over $30 billion — the worst ever on record.
 
This deficit leaves our food system vulnerable as we have become increasingly
reliant on imports from other countries to feed our people. Our escalating
agricultural trade deficit is an alarm bell to our nation’s farmers, ranchers, workers,
and consumers — and it should be a wake up call for our government, too.

Join Farm Action and American Economic Liberties Project, R-CALF USA, Rethink
Trade, and UFCW for a roundtable discussion to learn about the impacts of and
solutions to our growing agricultural trade deficit from farmer, food system worker,
and trade expert perspectives.

REGISTER

 

FARM ACTION CALLS FOR FTC RULEMAKING ON
RIGHT TO REPAIR
Farm equipment manufacturers like John Deere have been harming farmers,
independent mechanics, and rural communities through anticompetitive repair
restrictions for too long.
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Last week, Farm Action submitted a public comment urging the FTC to flex its
enforcement muscles on this unfair and deceptive behavior. Our comment was
submitted in support of a petition put forth by the U.S. Public Interest Research
Group Education Fund (U.S. PIRG) and iFixit that called for a rulemaking on the
issue.

Many thanks to all the supporters who joined the fight alongside us by submitting
comments of their own! Stay tuned for updates as we continue working to codify the
right to repair for farmers across the country, and learn more about why this issue is
so critical to farmers, independent repair shops, and rural communities.

OUR COMMENT

 

WATCH THIS: CORRUPT MEATPACKER JBS GOES TO
WALL STREET TO FUND GLOBAL TAKEOVER
JBS — headed up by the corrupt billionaire brothers from Brazil, Joesley and
Wesley Batista — is the world’s largest meat processing company. 

It's no secret that JBS’ rise to market
dominance is the result of abusive and
illegal activity. With the company’s
extensive criminal track record, JBS is
struggling to finance its global takeover
of the meat industry.

So they've hatched a new scheme to fill their coffers: listing on the New York Stock
Exchange so they can rake in cash from Wall Street investors and buy out their
competitors. If Wall Street funds more JBS expansion, we can expect even more of
their abusive practices: from cheating farmers and price-gouging consumers at the
grocery store to workplace and environmental violations.

The good news is that we have the power to halt JBS in their tracks. Join us in
taking action with the Ban the Batistas campaign by calling on the Securities and
Exchange Commission to ban JBS from the New York Stock Exchange. Together,
we can protect America’s farmers, workers, and consumers from JBS.

WATCH THE VIDEO
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WHAT'S THE TALK?
Here’s what the Farm Action team has been reading:
 
Politico reports on the farmer protests spreading across the EU, explaining how
farmers are fed up with getting squeezed by the largest retailers and
agrochemical companies. Farm Action stands with farmers across the EU
protesting these abusive conditions.

In her article for the Food and Environment Reporting Network, Claire Kelloway
explores "the farm bill hall of shame" and walks through the last 90 years of
key farm bill moments that got us where we are today. 
 
In his AgriPulse op-ed, the former CEO of the National Corn Growers
Association calls for conservation farming practices, such as cover cropping,
to be integrated into crop insurance.
 
Radio Iowa reports that Iowa House democrats are raising concerns about
Koch’s pending acquisition of OCI Global’s fertilizer plant and calling for the
FTC and DOJ to investigate the deal. 
 
AgriPulse reports that USDA has forecast another major decline in net farm
income in 2024, projecting it will drop by more than 25%.

Civil Eats reports on the challenges domestic grass-fed beef producers face as
they struggle to compete with foreign grass-fed imports.

Politico Pro reports that a hearing on the U.S.-Mexico dispute over genetically
modified corn imports is scheduled for June 2024, with a final report expected in
November.

 

Our work is made possible by supporters like you. Please consider making a
donation to fund our fight to create a food system that works for everyone,
not just a handful of powerful corporations.

DONATE

 

Written and edited by: Jessica Cusworth, Dee Laninga, and Angela Huffman
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ABOUT US
Farm Action develops and advances bold solutions to stop corporate monopolies
and empower farmers, ranchers, and rural communities. Our political partner
organization, Farm Action Fund, is building the political muscle to take action in our
state and federal capitols and at the ballot box.

Together, our farmer-led organizations represent a seamless chain of action from
research and policy development, to the adoption of the policy through legislative
action by elected officials who support our vision.

If you were forwarded this newsletter you can subscribe here.

{{Disclaimer}}
 

Farm Action
5 Terrace Circle

Mexico, MO 65265
United States 

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please (Unsubscribing
is not supported in previews).
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