Speaker Nancy Pelosi

1236 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

CC: Congresswoman Rosa Delauro, Congressman Jim McGovern

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

We, the undersigned organizations, oppose including the Growing Climate Solutions Act and the
SUSTAINS Act in the upcoming Omnibus Appropriations Act. Both of these bills are poison pills that
would give immense power and credibility to carbon trading schemes while greenlighting a corporate
takeover of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

USDA is in the midst of spending billions of dollars on pilot programs, many of which represent massive
handouts to some of the world’s largest agribusinesses, to identify effective ways to mitigate climate
change and compensate farmers in the process. Congress should not be simultaneously charging USDA
with rubber stamping these corporations and their carbon trading schemes. USDA Conservation
Programs should remain a prominent alternative to these schemes; allowing corporations to use their
contributions to shape these programs would create an extreme a conflict of interest.

Carbon offset programs are ineffective at reducing emissions and pollute environmental justice
communities. They are also incompatible with truly sustainable agricultural practices and may drive
further consolidation on farms and agribusinesses. Certifying corporations as USDA-approved carbon
traders will only lend legitimacy to these scams. For a comprehensive outline of our opposition to the
Growing Climate Solutions Act and soil carbon markets, please see this letter.

The SUSTAINS Act would allow private corporations to provide funding for USDA Conservation programs
and specify the kinds of practices they want to support. This support would again represent USDA
legitimizing corporate interests with its own name and potentially taxpayer dollars. The bill even
includes sponsorship opportunities for corporations contributing, turning USDA Conservation Programs
into an advertising forum for corporate greenwashing.

The SUSTAINS Act also requires producers to negotiate with corporations if selling carbon credits
generated from practices funded by that corporation. In other words, farmers would be contractually
obligated to paying a portion of any carbon offset back to the company who provided the funding
through USDA.

This bill is a different version of the Growing Climate Solutions Act under different branding. Both would
legitimize corporate greenwashing and predatory practices by putting USDA’s name, approval and

blessing on a corporate power grab of farmer focused conservation programs.

We urge you to oppose the inclusion of the Growing Climate Solutions Act and the SUSTAINS Act in the
Omnibus Appropriations Act.

Sincerely,
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